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Rabbi’s Message 
 
 We will soon be celebrating the 
festival of Purim, which although 
considered a minor holiday in our calendar, 
has become a much more important 
observance.  When we were children, Purim 
was about dressing in costume and making 
noise during the reading of the 
Megillah.  Today, exchanging portions of 
food and giving tzedakah have become more 
prominent.  There is a serious side to Purim.   
 The Megillah recounts a threat to the 
existence of the Jewish community of 
Persia, engendered by a high official with a 
personal axe to grind.  In pursuing his 
vendetta, he defamed the entire Jewish 
community accusing the Jews of 'keeping 
apart, maintaining their own laws and 
disregarding the laws of the land".  These 
accusations, of course, are both unfounded 
and not true!  But this suggestion of 
disloyalty to the host country has plagued 
the Jewish people ever since, almost 
everywhere we have resided.   
 In recent weeks, this charge has been 
leveled against American Jews, indirectly, 
because of our support of the State of 
Israel.  We have been accused somewhat 
openly of supporting the State of Israel 
against the interests of the United 
States.  We have been accused of using our 

wealth to inappropriately affect the 
decisions of the government regarding the 
State of Israel.  These attacks are not 
directed against the State of Israel but 
against us as American Jews.  They can only 
be characterized as anti-Semitic remarks 
based on misunderstandings and 
misperceptions of the facts.  I am not going 
to make the case for the mutuality of 
interests between the State of Israel and the 
United States nor am I going to defend our 
right as Americans to petition the 
government about issues of concern to 
us.  What I am concerned about is the 
potential short-term and long-term effects of 
these baseless charges and how they might 
to continue to be expressed in the weeks and 
months to come. 
 These charges have been made before 
by individuals and groups already identified 
as harboring and fostering anti-Semitic 
sentiments.  What is new is that these 
charges have come from elected officials 
who are cloaking them in the garb of public 
policy.  There is a big difference between 
legitimate disagreements over public policy 
and delegitimating a position because of who 
is advocating for it.   
 It is inevitable that in a free society, 
like the United States, uncomfortable and 
even hateful points of view will be expressed 
concerning a wide range of issues.  But we  
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
 

Fri., Mar. 1  Services & Candle Lighting 5:28 pm 
 
Sat., Mar. 2  Parsha Vayakhel   
   Morning Services   9:00 am 
 
Fri., Mar. 8  Services & Candle Lighting 5:35 pm 
 
Sat., Mar. 9  Parsha Pekude 
   Morning Services  9:00 am 
 
Fri., Mar. 15  Services & Candle Lighting 6:43 pm 
 
Sat., Mar. 16  Parsha Vayikra 
   Shabbat Zahor 
   Services    9:00 am 
 
Wed., Mar. 20 Megillah Reading  9:30 pm 
 
Thurs., Mar. 21 Purim 
   Megillah Reading  6:30am and  
   11:00 am [at Wing Wan] 
 
Fri., Mar. 22  Services & Candle Lighting 6:52 pm 
 
Sat., Mar. 23  Parsha Tzav    
   Services   9:00 am 
 
Fri., Mar. 29  Services & Candle Lighting 6:58 pm 
 
Sat., Mar. 30  Parsha Shmini 
   Shabbat Parah 
   Services   9:00 am 
 

DAVID WEISS DAILY MINYAN 
MONDAY AND THURSDAY: 6:30 AM 
SUNDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & 

 FRIDAY: 8:30 AM    
SUNDAY - THURSDAY: 8:00 PM 
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Rabbi’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday: 

1:00 pm-4:00 pm  
Wednesday: 

10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Thursday:  

1:00 pm—4:00 pm 
 

*other hours by appointment 

 
Main Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  
9:00 am - 5:45 pm 

Friday:  
9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 
 
 In my early days as an Architect (before I was 
even licensed), I worked at a great firm that 
specialized in high-end restaurant design. It was a 
small firm (around 18 people), with a mix of 
architects and interior designers from schools such as 
RISD(y), Pratt Institute, NJIT, Virginia Tech, and 
other wonderful schools with design orientated 
programs. It was a great group of co-workers, and so 
was our boss. Looking back, I see a lot of similarities 
between us. He was pretty high strung, and while 
trying to quit smoking he would frantically chew 
Nicorette gum, sometimes popping multiple pieces 
into his mouth at time. All the while he would be 
racing from meeting to meeting (always just on time 
or a few minutes late), or in a design team meeting, or 
fielding calls from clients while practically ripping 
his hair out. 
 Aside from my boss,  my general co-workers, 
and  the great projects we produced as a team, one 
major thing has stuck with me in the 20+ years since I 
left that firm. I had 2 direct supervisors, and on my 
first job as project manager, we were strategizing a 
problem he turned to me and said:    
   CHEAP 

GOOD    FAST 
…and drew it out on a piece of tracing paper, in a 
triangle formation. He told me that on any job, all that 
I can do is achieve 2 of them. Want it FAST and 
CHEAP? It won’t be good.  Want it GOOD and 

FAST? Watch out, it won’t be cheap. Lastly, if you 
get it GOOD and CHEAP expect that it will not be 
fast. So true. 
 Here we are, at Congregation Shaaray Shalom 
at the start of 2019. We have so much going on; it is 
both amazing and scary at the same time. In this 
bulletin you will find updates from the Building 
(House) Committee regarding all the updates and 
maintenance efforts underway. You will also find 
updates from the Security Committee on many of the 
things they are working on. Sisterhood seems to have 
engaged with Wonder Woman and her entire 
extended family, because they have a torrent of 
activities coming up and I don’t even understand how 
they can do so much. But wait, there’s more: Shabbat 
Across America, Yom HaShoah, Israel Independence 
Day…and let’s not forget about Jewish observances! 
 How does all this relate to GOOD-CHEAP-
FAST? For the most part, I think we operate on the 
GOOD-CHEAP model. We manage to get so much 
done, on such a low budget, it’s impressive. Many 
times, the process is slow and slightly painful, but it 
gets done. With the exception of a small group of 
clergy, office staff, and maintenance, we operate 
entirely on a volunteer basis. I loathe the CHEAP-
FAST model, because definitely (and clearly) nothing 
GOOD will come of it. 
 One last note: I would like to thank our 
Bulletin Editor for her hard work on keeping the 
bulletin coming out monthly, on time, and feature rich.  
 

Alan  Shamoun 

The Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
 
Most synagogue funds are used for the benefit of the synagogue, but the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund in par-
ticular, is for the benefit of people in need in the community. Unfortunately, as the needs have increased, con-
tributions to the Fund have decreased. Keep making the contributions that you have, but if you are able to 
give something additional for this Fund, please do. All donors are acknowledged, both with a card and in the 
Bulletin, unless you wish your donation to be anonymous. Thanks and best wishes.  



Our Daily Minyan is in Need of Your Support 
 
 Congregation Shaaray Shalom has a long history of supporting the many congregants who need to say 
Kaddish and observe yahrzeiten. Our constant pleas for participation sometimes work. We have a few new 
faces and some returning ones. All are welcome to spend a few minutes on Monday and Thursday mornings at 
6:30 am and Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 am. This is another NO EXPERIENCE needed pro-
gram and our clergy are always willing to help you learn and become more proficient at davening and maybe 
someday be a leader.  We now conduct minyan services in memory and honor of David Weiss, -@'. 
 We are looking to start a small list of those who can be on standby via TEXT messaging for any of the 
mornings. A group text would be sent only if we are missing #10 and if one person responds, the others would 
go on their way. It is a modern approach to the old fashioned apparatus on the wall and it can contact many 
people in a FLASH.  
 Please contact Rich Selzer: 516 680 3710 / Rjselzer@gmail.com or Leah Freeberg: 516 984-7782 / 
leahf584@aol.com  to add your name to this list . 
 Our minyan continues to be one of our strengths.  Please help us continue it. 
 
Rabbi Vernon  [973] 699-4494 email: shaarayrabbi@gmail.com 
Richie Selzer  [516] 680-3063 email: rjselzer@gmail.com Monday morning coordinator 
Joe Richmond  [516] 489-3321 email: jorich47@gmail.com Tuesday evening coordinator  
You may also call the office at [516] 481-7448 and let Ira know that you will be coming. 

 

Congregation Shaaray Shalom 
Dedication & Contribution Funds 

Take a Moment and Make a Difference 
 

It’s easy to honor or remember friends and family by selecting a lasting shul dedication 
 or contributing to any of our many funds. 

No donation is too small. Write a check for an item that interests you and drop it in the mail 
 or call the office for more information. 

Dedications 
 
Outside Bulletin Marquee Stones $250 
Tree of Life Leaf   $100 
Chumash       $75 
Sanctuary Stained Glass Windows  Call Office 
Sanctuary Seat    $250 
Yahrzeit Plaque  $300 members;  
    $375 non-members 
Minyanaire’s Plaque   $180 
Prayer Book    $25 
Pulpit Flowers               $100 
Sponsor Kiddush (standard)  $450 

 
Funds 

General Fund:  For everyday operations of the 

   Synagogue. 
Building Fund:  Capital improvements,  
           maintenance and repair of our facilities 
 
Program Funds: Programs of Judaism through 
art, literature, music and video; food for the needy,  

      etc. 
 Murry Roth Torah Maintenance Fund:              

                 Maintenance of our Torah 
Scrolls 

 Chesed Fund:                      For people sitting Shiva 
      or are ill 
 
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
 Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
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 Congratulations to  
 Renee & Lenny Drachtman on  the bat 
mitzvah of their granddaughter Ella Sophie,   

 daughter of Ilisa  & Kevin Harrison 

APARTMENT WANTED 
 

Chánene Hinds, our admin. assistant, is looking 
for a new home for herself and her two sons. 
She needs a one to two bedroom [preferably].  

Reasonable rent, please call the office at 
516 481-7448 if you have an 

apartment. Excellent references guaranteed. 

 

BUILDING UPDATE 

Fellow congregants  
 
 As we prepare to come out of hibernation from the winter the building committee has been hard at 
work changing from one season to the next. We have addressed many security issues on our premises and we 
are looking into more ways to protect our building, our program attendees, our tenants and, of course, our con-
gregants.  
 A new key pad access system has been installed on our common side entrance. Our front main doors 
will be getting a push bar upgrade for a safer egress from our building, while making our entrance safer for all. 
We are looking into a full makeover of our burglar alarm system and additional security measures as we move 
forward into the year.   
 A major project underway is our heat and air conditioning system, we have identified a major defi-
ciency in some of our ducts in the ballroom and sanctuary which have been the root cause of our continued 
issue of balancing the temperatures in those areas. We have found a new vendor to assist in getting this project 
back on track.  A new contractor has been engaged and our baseboard heating systems for the first floor have 
been rebalanced and many cold spots have been corrected and the overheating of the Mosseson and Wachtel 
rooms have been reduced.  
 Our team continues to maintain the many areas of our building with Jorge, our caretaker. We are keep-
ing up with roof maintenance, rear driveway cleanups and resealing as needed. We have a large and overused 
building and are a busy congregation but we do our best in keeping up with all of our systems. 
 If you have a problem or suggestions please get it to our committee 
 
Best to all  
Richie S. 
 
 



PRESERVING THE TRACES OF EGYPT’S 
LOST JEWS  By  Lucette Lagnado 
 In the early 20th century, the country was home to 
a flourishing Jewish community. Now one of the last sur-
vivors wants to keep its memory alive. 
  Magda Haroun likes to say she will be the last 
Jew left in Egypt. She sees it as her mission to prepare for 
that day, which is why she is obsessed with preserving the 
remnants of Egyptian Jewish culture. Today, many 
younger Egyptians don’t know that, in the early 20th cen-
tury, the country was home to some 80,000 Jews, who 
lived alongside Christians and Muslims in a flourishing 
multicultural society. 
 Ms. Haroun was born in 1952, the year when King 
Farouk was overthrown and life in Egypt changed dramati-
cally. The Jews of Egypt had been departing in waves 
since 1948, the year of Israel’s creation, when they sud-
denly found themselves the object of the rage that so many 
Egyptians felt over the new Jewish state. Still, Farouk was 
viewed by the Jewish community as a protector. When 
Colonel Gamal Abdel-Nasser took over, he made it clear 
that Egypt was only for Arabs; Jews, even whose families 
had lived there for generations, didn’t qualify. 
 Nasser’s government introduced new edicts that 
confiscated or nationalized private businesses. Jewish-
owned companies were forced to take on Arab managers 
and employees. It became hard for Jews to find work, and 
financial uncertainty helped to fuel their departure, as 
much as darker fears of persecution. 
Today, there are fewer than a dozen Jews living in Egypt, 
by some estimates. 
 But Ms. Haroun’s family refused to leave. Her 
father, Shehata Haroun, was a charismatic Communist 
lawyer with strongly anti-Zionist sentiments. He did all he 
could to stay, including offering denunciations of Israel 
and Zionism. Still, he was jailed during the anti-Jewish 
frenzy that broke out during the Six Day War in 1967, 
when all Egyptian Jewish men between the ages of 18 and 
60 were imprisoned, some for years. 
 When Shehata Haroun was released, he could have 
left the country—as most of the remaining Jews did—but 
he insisted that Egypt was his home. Ms. Haroun herself 
spent some of her adult life living abroad, in Kuwait, Hong 
Kong, Tokyo and Istanbul. But like her father, she saw 
Egypt as her home: “I always wanted to return to Egypt,” 
she says. 
 Today, there are fewer than a dozen Jews living in 
Egypt, by some estimates—Ms. Haroun says only four, 
including herself, are left in Cairo, and another Jewish 
woman in her 90s died this week. Nobody really knows the 
exact number, since so many of the Jews who stayed in the 
country married Muslims or Christians and have kept a low 
profile. As they aged and lost their spouses, they became, if 
possible, even more fearful. 

 But in recent years, some elderly Egyptians—
mostly widows in their 80s or 90s—have “come out” to 
reclaim their Jewish identities. A couple of times a year, 
they journey shyly to the Gates of Heaven, the main syna-
gogue on Adly Street, to attend a Passover Seder or a Ha-
nukkah menorah lighting. To survive, they receive discreet 
financial help from the Joint Distribution Committee, the 
New York-based Jewish relief organization, which has qui-
etly supported the last Jews of the Arab world, sending aid 
to Algeria and Libya until there were no Jews left to help. 
 So when Ms. Haroun became president of the 
country’s Jewish community in 2013, she assumed the role 
with some trepidation. The community still owned several 
properties, including schools, synagogues and the vast Bas-
satine cemetery. The synagogues, many abandoned decades 
ago, were filled with rubbish and had decaying walls and 
interiors. But the cemetery was in especially dire condition, 
vulnerable both to squatters and vandals. After going to 
visit her father’s grave, Ms. Haroun found the area in disar-
ray, writing in an emotional Facebook post: “Forgive me, 
Shehata Haroun—forgive me that your place of rest looks 
like this.” 
 To tackle the problem, Ms. Haroun made use of a 
venerable Jewish communal institution: La Goutte de Lait, 
a school for impoverished children founded in 1918 whose 
name means “the drop of milk.” Ms. Haroun inserted a new 
clause in its bylaws suggesting that since there are no 
longer any Jewish children in Egypt to educate, La Goutte 
de Lait would instead devote itself to restoring and preserv-
ing Jewish institutions throughout Cairo. 
This embrace of the Jewish past is part of a far-reaching 
nostalgia for a time that most Egyptians have only heard 
about from their parents and older relatives. 
 This Pied Piper of Jewish Cairo has also enlisted a 
group of Egyptian Muslims and Christians to help in her 
efforts. Some, like Samy Ibrahim, Ms. Haroun’s chief of 
staff, have Jewish relatives. (Mr. Ibrahim’s father, an 
avowed Communist who converted to Islam, managed to 
remain in Egypt against the odds, and still lives in down-
town Cairo.) Femony Okasha, whose grandmother was 
Jewish, is another active volunteer. “It is important that 
people remember how we all coexisted harmoniously in 
Egypt,” she says. Her work with Ms. Haroun is about em-
phasizing “values of tolerance and respect.” 
 The group’s first goal has been to repair the dozen 
or so Cairo synagogues that are still viable and turn some 
of them into cultural centers to attract Muslim and Chris-
tian—and Jewish—visitors. With American grant money, 
an Egyptian design firm prepared detailed architectural 
drawings of Cairo’s dozen synagogues as a first step to-
ward refurbishing them.  
 Another goal of La Goutte de Lait is to create a 
library to house several thousand Hebrew books that were  

[continued on page 17] 
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 SISTERHOOD 
 
  
 Efficiency is a wonderful thing, except it's giving me tsuris at the moment. About 
what new info can I write? Why should I tell you about upcoming events which you've 
already read? And then there's the deadline for this month's Bulletin -- just before our 

newest event -- our first Munch and. Mingle at Wing Wan. Talk about timing. Hopefully, all who came 
enjoyed the food, the company, the entertainment and the chance to gab uninterrupted. 
 Our officers are hoping that more will come of this casual afternoon. Since one of the main things we 
all have in common is Sisterhood itself, the possibility exists that people were remembering and talking about 
other activities they have shared as members.  Maybe they came up with ideas for more. If you think about this 
and come up with something, please let Rita know. It could be something old, something new, even something 
borrowed from another organization. As for our luncheon, we are planning to make this a regular event. What 
better way to connect, especially in winter, with members who are NOT in Florida. When most of your friends 
are out of town who do you meet to "do lunch" with? Catch a movie? Go to dinner? Do some shopping?  
 Here's a good conversation starter: We're all being asked for bubbe meises. There’s nothing like a 
group brainstorming session on family stories and foibles. My sister and I had a grand old time talking about 
our grandmother's lists of dos and don'ts. Remember the red ribbons on baby carriages? You get the idea. And 
then we turned to family recipes. Just keep a pad and pen handy, write them down, credit the person whose 
story it is and please, get this information to Judy Shostak. We are writing a book, and you will be a published 
contributor. If nothing else, you'll have a few good laughs. 
 
  *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF: 
 
Wednesday, March 6th        Special Program, speaker, 8:15 PM 
 
Sunday, March 17th            Assemble Purim baskets 
 
Tuesday, April 2nd              Pizza and Game Night (6-ish) 
 
Sunday, May 5th                 Pre Mother's Day Brunch, speaker, Beat the Clock, raffles and more 
 
Check for times. See you there. 
 
Helene  
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 Cut on dotted line and save for future reference 

President: Rita Kaikow  481-3722 
Treasurer: Laura Richmond  489-3321 
Financial Secretary: Fran Welner  485-1682 
Recording Secretary: Rachel Landes  209-1254 
Book Club: Ileana Ascher  486-2995 
Bulletin Reporter: Helene Fastman  328-9598 
 
 

 

Gift Shop: Laura Richmond  489-3321 
Joy and Memorial Cards:  
 Sylvia Baxt  485-0282 
      Fran Welner  485-1682 
Mah Jongg: Rachel Landes 209-1254 
Mini University: Florence Gross  486-4815 

Who's Who of Sisterhood Officers  
and Chairwomen 



 
 

MEN’S CLUB ON THE MOVE 

 The Men’s Club thanks everyone who participated in our World Wide Wrap. It was a first ever event 
with Sisterhood joining in for the morning learn and munch session. Rabbi Vernon led a very informative 
program with Cantor Rosner on the importance of t’fillin and the women’s role in why they do and don’t put 
on t’fillin and how this has evolved in modern Judaism. It was a well attended and very informative program. 
thank you all for coming. The program concluded with the picking of numbers for our Super Bowl Bonanza. 
We thank everyone who participated. The game was made much more enjoyable by having the need to see 
how your boxes played in to the scores of the game. This is a no experience event and the Men’s club thanks 
all who continue to participate in our programs.  
 Up coming events are the March 1st  Shabbat Across America program. This event continues to be our 
kick off event of the spring.  It promises to be a warm Friday night minyan service which culminates with a 
catered kosher Friday night Shabbat dinner with song and stories to make the evening lively and fun.  
 As we move forward into the new year, Men’s Club is hoping to have a few informative Sunday 
morning or early evening sessions programs. Watch for our announcements.   
 

Sisterhood “Joy and Memorial” cards are available by calling either 
 

Fran Welner 516 485-1682 or Sylvia Baxt 516 485-0282 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This card is printed in a lovely blue color. 
 

From  
 
May ‘light and joy, gladness and honor’ prevail (Esther 8:16) 

Congregation Shaaray Shalom 

Sisterhood 
Gratefully acknowledges 

a gift in honor of 
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What do Harriet Harris , Sally Drooks, 
The Weingarten, Shapiro , Alcabes and  

DeCastros Families have in common?  They called 
 

LOTSOFGOODYS.COM 
for their Estate Tag Sales 

 

         Ron Marzlock  
         516.316.9225 

 

             Before you throw  anything out, call Helene Fastman. 
516 328-9598 

FOOD FUND  
 
 March has arrived and with it Adar II. The happy festival of Purim is when we dress up, hear the 
megillah, eat a festive meal, give mishloach manot and above all, tzedaka. 
 
 Of the four mitzvot of Purim, the giving of tzedaka, charity, is truly important. Donations to the Food 
Fund enable the recipients to put healthful food on their tables for days to come. 
 
 At this joyous time, please remember them. 
 

Arbie Orenstein 

  ATTENTION CONTRIBUTORS! 
 

  All submissions for publication in the Bulletin are due no later than the 15th of the month. 
 

• Write it in an e-mail (or as a Word attachment) and send it to either email address: 
 shaarayeditor@gmail.com    brei513@aol.com 

or 
• Bring your item on disk or a paper submission (typed or printed only) to the synagogue office and leave it 

with Ira or Chanene. 
 

• Should there be errors, please contact the Editor directly through the email addresses listed on page 2 or 
above.  
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See us on the West Hempstead and Pres-
ervation Society website: 
 
www.facebook.com/
WestHempsteadHistoricalSociety  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 

Cantor’s Class  
Every Sunday @ 11:30 am  
 
Men’s Club Bowling: 
Tuesdays @8:00 pm at  
Herrill Lanes [465 Herricks Road] 
 
Movie Matinee 
To Be Announced 
 
wRap with the Rabbi 
Weekday lunch with informal discussions 
 
Vist our website: www.shaarayshalom.org for more info 
 

Tallit & Technology 
 
Join the Men’s Club on any Sunday morning for 

minyan @8:30 and stay for a lesson on  
computers, phones and tablets. 

Let us keep you in touch with your children, 
grandchildren and friends.  Just bring the tool 
of your choice and we will get you up and run‐

ning.  There is no age limit. 
Learn the internet, apps for your phone and 
tablet, email or how to use your smart phone. 

Seeking Advertisers! 
 

If you know of any  
businesses that would like to  
advertise in our Bulletin,  
please refer them to us at  

516‐481‐7448 

www.wingwankosherrestaurant.com 
 

248 Hempstead Ave.  
Wet Hempstead, NY 11552 

 

TEL: (516) 292-9309 
FAX: (516) 292-9320 

 

Manager: 

Amy Wong 
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Rabbi’s Message [continued from page 1] 

should assume that all Americans, including Jews, 
hold points of view which they believe to be in 
keeping with American values and the best interests of 
America.  To accuse Jews of anything else, without 
substantial proof, is not legitimate debate - it is an 
attack on the Jewish community as Jews, and therefore 

an expression of anti-Semitism. 
 The Jews of Persia overcame the threat to their 
existence by organizing and petitioning their 
government and they succeeded.  And that was in a 
totalitarian monarchy!  We shall do no less in the 
blessed democracy which is the United States.     
Rabbi Art Vernon   

       Greetings from the Ritual Committee 
 
  At the present time during Shabbat service only those names which have memorial plaques in 
  the Sanctuary are announced on their yarzheit dates.  At its February 7th meeting the committee 
  voted to include mentioning those individuals who do not have plaques but who have been of 
service to Congregation Shaaray Shalom which resulted in assisting with the functioning of the shul. 
 The committee also thanked those individuals that helped in the previous weeks with the conducting of 
our services. 

PLEASE LET THE OFFICE OR RABBI KNOW IF YOU NEED A MINYAN TO SAY KADDISH SO THAT ARRANGE-
MENTS CAN BE MADE ACCORDINGLY. 

 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 7, 2019. 
 

 Jeff Smith/ Henry Luft Co-Chairs 
 

 
 

BEDIKAT CHAMETZ: The Search and Destroy Mission 
 
 The night before the first seder, one should go through the home and search for 
any chametz [ leaven] that may have inadvertently been left behind. Of course we know 
that today’s homemaker leaves nothing behind after a thorough cleaning, but still the 
head of the household should search. In order to make sure that actual chametz is 
found, 10 pieces are purposefully scattered in the home. Please note they should be 
solid enough not to cause crumbs and can be individually wrapped. 
 The search is conducted in the age old fashion using a wooden spoon, a candle , 
a feather and a paper bag. The candle is lit and the following is said: Blessed are You, 
Lord our God, King of the universe who has sanctified us by His commandments and 
has commanded us concerning the removal of chametz. Using the feather, the bits are 
swept onto the spoon and deposited in the bag. When all are found, the bag is sealed. 
The following morning the bag and all the contents: the remainder of the candle, the 

feather, the spoon and the chametz are burned. The following declaration is said: All leaven or anything leav-
ened which is in my possession, which I have neither seen nor removed and about which I am unaware, shall 
be considered nullified and ownerless as the dust of the earth.  [The text of the brachot are supplied with the 
kits.] 
 We realize that almost all of you don’t stock feathers, wooden spoons, etc., for these searches. As a ser-
vice to the congregation, free Chametz Search kits will be available in the shul’s office. Check by calling to 
see if they are in and just stop by and pick one up, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 



 
 

 

Grapevine Events 
UNIQUE GOURMET INNOVATIVE 

 
Exclusive  Caterer Congregation Shaaray Shalom 

 

In-House Kosher Caterer Sunny Atlantic 
 

516 247-9047 
 

Unique Grapevine Events.com 

Exclusively under The  Kosher supervision of  
K 

VOLUNTEER HELP WANTED 
We are seeking someone who can act as our 

Webmaster. 
Help us get our webpage up-to-date with an-

nouncements about our wonderful events, etc. 
Call the office 

 

Page 12 



 

Page 13 

Mechirat Chametz 
 
 I, ________________________, hereby empower and 
permit Rabbi Art Vernon, Spiritual Leader of  Congregation 
Shaaray Shalom, to act in my behalf  to sell all chametz and all 
products containing even the smallest percentage of  chametz, 
possessed by me (knowingly or unknowingly), as defined by 
our Torah and Rabbinical law, and to lease all places wherein 
the above mentioned products owned by me may be found, 
especially in the premises located at: 
 
 Rabbi Art Vernon has the right to sell and to lease the 
above such transactions as he deems fit and proper to such 
time when he believes necessary.  The above authorization 
which is hereby given is meant to be in conformity with all To-
rah and Rabbinical Laws and regulations, and also to be in ac-
cordance with the laws of  the State of  New York and of  the 
United States of  America. 
 To this I do hereby affix my signature on this _____day 
of  ____________2019. 
 
 
 
Enclosed is my contribution in the amount of  ______ made 
payable to the Rabbi’s Discretionary (Passover) Fund. 
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REMEMBERING NORBERT FRIEDMAN 
In the early days of February our beloved and longtime member, Norbert Friedman passed away. The 
following are the heartfelt remarks by his son. 
 
 My father Norbert Friedman passed away the morning of February 6th at the age of 96. A survivor of 
the Holocaust, he was imprisoned in 11 concentration camps before being liberated by the American Army. 
After studying at Frankfort University he immigrated to the United States in 1950. Over the past 50 years my 
father has spoken to and inspired hundreds of thousands of people from all ages and backgrounds with his 
testimony of courage, inclusion, faith and hope. He spoke often of his duty to “bear witness to the events of 
that fateful era and to draw positive lessons from Man’s most tragic experience.” 
 He was a fixture in the NY community and later in the Atlanta community with his moving Holocaust 
testimony and commitment to Jewish causes and social justice. In 1996 he became an educator and speaker 
with the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York. For his efforts and teaching about the Holocaust and other 
violations of human rights, the New York State Board of Regents awarded my Dad ‘Citizen of the Year’ in 
2001. 
 My father published a highly touted memoir, Sun Rays at Midnight, in 2006. He moved to Atlanta in 
2010 and was an active speaker for the William Bremen Museum of Jewish Heritage. I loved my Dad with all 
my heart and soul. He led an incredible life and was truly a remarkable man. His enormous spirit will be with 
me for the rest of my life. 
 
Gary Friedman 

YAHRZEITS 
 
Linda Belsky for 
 Trudie Zack 
Amelia Bernstein for 
 Matsil Isaac Matsil 
Adele Birnbaum for 
 Isidore Birnbaum 
 May Birnbaum 
Helene Fastman for 
 Oscar Fastman 

Gail Goldberg for 
 Irving Lambert 
Fred Hirsh for 
 Sheila Hirsh 
Ira Kessler for 
 Anna Kessler 
Helen Rayner for 
 Bertha Sherer 
Jody Sacks for 
 Stanley Sacks 
Alan Shamoun for 

 Maurice Shamoun 
Bernice Slutzman for 
 Fela Weingarten 
Janet Starker for 
 Ida Slabidker 
 

IN MEMORY OF NORBERT 
FRIEDMAN 
Naomi Lane 

Laura and Joe Richmond 

THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE TO OUR SYNAGOGUE WITH THANKS 



 

Page 16 

 

 
 
 

Sisterhood is compiling  
a book of Bubbe Meises* and  

YOU  
are the author! 

 
Need your stories,  

ask Family and Friends 
 

 
To submit your information: 

Email: sssbookameiser@gmail.com 
or 

Send a hardcopy to: 
Sisterhood Shaaray Shalom 

711 Dogwood Avenue 
West Hempstead, NY 11552 

 
Please be sure to identify your submission. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

* Bubbe Meise: An old wives’ tale 

Family
 Tall 

Tales
 

Anecdotes 

Supers
titio

ns 
Funny Family 

Stories 



abandoned when the Jews left Egypt. And of course there is 
the cemetery. “Every day there are squatters,” Ms. Haroun 
says. “I want to build a wall to safeguard it.” Ms. Haroun 
has turned beyond Egypt for support. She spoke in New 
York last week at the American Sephardi Federation to 
make the case for rescuing Egypt’s Jewish institutions.  
 Ms. Haroun has also been working with an Israeli 
scholar, Yoram Meital, to survey and analyze these proper-
ties. Dr. Meital, a professor of Middle Eastern Studies at 
Ben-Gurion University, has been chronicling what he calls 
“a very significant attitudinal shift within Egyptian soci-
ety,” the realization that Egypt suffered from the departure 
of its Jews. Recently, a group of young people from the 
once heavily Jewish neighborhood of Daher advertised an 
evening at the local synagogue, Temple Hanan, which has 
been closed for decades. Organizers expected 25 people to 

respond. Instead, 5,000 Egyptians clamored to come. 
 This embrace of the Jewish past is part of a far-
reaching nostalgia for a time that most Egyptians have only 
heard about from their parents and older relatives—the 
“golden age” of the early 20th century, when Cairo was a 
diverse, world-class city. The wider movement includes 
efforts to restore some areas of Cairo’s downtown, which 
once boasted grand cafes, cinemas and department stores, 
many of which were Jewish-owned. 
 To be sure, the anti-Semitism that Egyptian au-
thorities helped to fuel over decades is far from gone. But 
after years of hostility and estrangement and war, many 
Muslim citizens want to reconnect with their former Jewish 
neighbors. “People say to me, ‘We miss the Jews,’” Prof. 
Meital says. 

—Ms. Lagnao is a reporter for the Wall Street Journal 

 
West Hempstead Pharmacy 

Howard Jacobson, R.Ph. 
 

490 Hempstead Avenue 
West Hempstead, NY  11552 

(516) 292-6161 
Fax (516) 292-6169 • Cell (516) 459-5009 

E-Mail: howard@whpharmacy.com 

Free  

Delivery 

Extemporaneous Compounding  
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Mar. Adar I  16 9 Bettina Rothfeld    

1 24 Louis Feldman 18 11 Jennie Gresack    

 24 Fannie Goldstein  11 Louis Marmorek    

 24 Sally Mast 21 14 Jacob Goodman    

 24 Eli Silberman  14 Malvina Schoen    

 24 Max Slimowitz  14 Max Silverman    

2 25 Morris Chorost 22 15 Martin Abramowitz    

 25 Jeanette Harris Conover  15 Samuel Press    

 25 Leon Grossman 23 16 Samuel Heitner    

 25 Abe Lieberman  16 Anne Schnell    

 25 Charles Satz  16 Jack H. Schuster    

3 26 Louis Gottlieb 26 19 Martin Axel    

 26 Yocheved Helfer  19 Myer Rubin    

 26 Howard L. Kaikow 29 22 Benjamin Reich    

 26 Fay Thomajan 31 24 Harry Cohen    

4 27 George Bryman       

 27 Esther Pearlman       

 27 Laura Silberstein       

 27 Evelyn Stern       

5 28 Alvin Coleman       

 28 Paul Goldberg       

 28 Abraham Hecht       

 28 Frances Joseph       

6 29 David Lewis Gordon       

 29 Noah Sherman       

 Adar II        

10 3 Isidore Goldberg       

 3 Sam Reibman       

11 4 Charles Blaustein       

 4 Frank Wolk       

12 5 Irving Lambert       

13 6 Samuel Globerman       

14 7 Ted Latimer       

 7 Susan Reiter       

15 8 Matsil Isaac Matsil       

 8 Udith Merims       

During the month of March 2019,  the following yahrzeiten will be observed  
by the listing of your loved one’s name on the Yarhzeit Boards. 
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Congregation Shaaray Shalom is a member of the United Synagogue of Conservative Juda-
ism. We provide a wide range of programs, reaching out to all of our member families and the 
community-at-large. Our Daily Minyanim, Sisterhood, Men’s Club, Chavurot and Mitzvah 
programs are among our outstanding activities. We encourage your participation. 

 


	PRESERVING THE TRACES OF EGYPT’S LOST JEWS  By  Lucette Lagnado
		In the early 20th century, the country was home to a flourishing Jewish community. Now one of the last survivors wants to keep its memory alive.
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